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\ Cen\‘g-ol Intelligence Agency
\ Washington, D.C.
\(703).351-7676

\

George V. Lauder
Director, Public Affairs

31 July 1985

John:

Herewith a copy of the draft letter I
mentioned to you on the phone.

Thanks for listening to our concerns; I'11
be looking forward to seeing what TV GUIDE
publishes on the subject of patriotism.

STAT]

George §. Lauder

Mr. John Weisman

TV GUIDE

818 18th Street, N.W.
Suite 230

Washington, D.C. 20006
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has been
ing the extent of the material to

sabotage the government’s :
Material that has been broadcast is already in the
p\ﬁc'dunm.'l‘apesthatlnvemtbeenwtonme”;
ai.likea-reportet’smwsthatarenotmedinaf;
story,a:emtgamﬂyacossiue.deiﬁanlly.me
media want to retain control over this material, and;
notes or videotape outtakes,
gathera'swillbeseenasanarmdthela\\ﬁ;
 and have more difficulty gaining interviews and film-
| ing sensitive situations. The result would be to impair
ﬂ;eﬂow\mformatm tqzthe’media and the public. -

mson._lf

\ Terroristson Tape

. tion. But there are no confidential
" in the Beirut

jackers, without

This concern is Dot at stake to the same extent

_in all situations involving media material. It is less
vital to protect film taken at an open

event than_it

tifying confidential

. be confident that his.name will not appear in a

storyorhispictqminabroadcast‘—and that the
media are not powerless to protect that informa-

A onfidential sources involved
hijacking situation, and the networks
recognize the strong public'interest in prosecutingy
terrorists.

The networks are ot trying to-protect the iden-
tity of the hijackers. They-are simply concerned
that, in cooperating on this case, they do not set a
precedent conceding the‘g nt’s right to go
through notes and unaired film whenever that
would be convenient. The networks quite reason-
able are trying to provide the Justice Department
with the material that might help identify the hi-
giving ground on principles that
are imppftant to the ability to gather news frefly.
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